
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 21, 2022    
 

Thanksgiving Weekend in New Orleans Goes to the Tigers and Jaguars 
Schedule of Events for the 49th Annual Bayou Classic, Presented by Procter & Gamble 

REMINDER – GAME DAY KICK-OFF IS AT 1 PM CST THIS YEAR  
 
NEW ORLEANS –The Bayou Classic returns to New Orleans for its 49th year with its series of fan 
and family-friendly events throughout the Thanksgiving holiday and weekend. Each year, this 
weekend of events brings together family, friends and alumni of Grambling State University and 
Southern University to see one of America’s greatest college sports rivalries and celebrate football, 
family and the traditions surrounding Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).  
 
The 49th Annual Bayou Classic is presented by Procter & Gamble and its brands, including Crest®, 
Gain Laundry, Old Spice®, Microban 24®, Febreze®, Cascade, Gain Hand Dish Soap, Aussie, Dawn® 
Dish Soap, and Next of Us (NOU). 
 
“We welcome fans, families, alumni and visitors to return to New Orleans and the Caesars 
Superdome to experience the best of the classics at this year’s 49th celebration of the Number One 
HBCU Classic in the nation,” says Dottie Belletto, President and CEO of New Orleans Convention 
Company, Inc. (NOCCI), the management firm of the Bayou Classic. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS IN 2022 
 
New Gameday Kickoff: Kickoff for the 49th Annual Bayou Classic gameday is planned for 1 pm CST. 
 
Full Circle Everest Expedition Team: The Bayou Classic will welcome members of The Full Circle 
Everest team to the Bayou Classic. The Full Circle Everest, which began its journey into the 
Himalayas after months of training and trekking in May 2022, has become the first all-Black 
expedition to make it to the top of Mount Everest, the highest mountain in the world above sea 
level. The Full Circle Everest Team will be a part of various events throughout the Bayou Classic 
weekend, such as the Coaches Luncheon, the Business at Bayou event, the Bayou Classic Greek 
Show & Battle of the Bands, the Bayou Classic parade and Bayou Classic gameday. 
 
NBCU Academy: NBCU Academy Day at Bayou Classic will include early career professionals and 
students from Xavier University of Louisiana, Grambling State University, Southern University 
(Baton Rouge, LA), Dillard University and Southern University at New Orleans. Students will hear 
from NBCU and NBC Sports leaders and learn career and professional development tips. 
 



 

 
The Bayou Classic Invitational High School Battle of the Bands: The Bayou Classic Invitational High 
School Battle of the Bands is sure to add tremendous excitement to the already popular Bayou 
Classic Fan Fest. This inaugural event will feature six of New Orleans’ top high school marching 
bands - St. Augustine, L.B. Laundry, Edna Karr, G.W. Carver, Abramson Sci Academy and 
McDonough 35, who will compete for an amazing array of music education prizes provided by the 
Ludwig, a Division of Conn Selmer, as well as trophies. Curtis Akeem, a Ludwig percussionist and 
social network influencer, known for his Dolla Watson comedic character, will entertain as the 
celebrity MC. 
 
National Anthem: The national anthem for Bayou Classic will be presented by the breakout country 
music trio, Chapel Hart. Chapel Hart is taking country music by storm with their chill-inducing, 
three-part harmonies and powerful message of unity. The Mississippi trio was named one of CMT’s 
Next Women of Country 2021 and the music video for their song “Made For Me” charted at #3 on 
CMT’s 12 Pack Countdown. They were given the “Golden Buzzer” of NBC’s American’s Got Talent 
and came in fifth place in the competition. 
 
Bayou Classic Halftime Show: This year’s Bayou Classic Halftime Show is once again presented by 
The Coca-Cola Company. This always-electrifying performance is one of the highlights of the 
weekend each year and the presenting sponsor is bringing special surprises to this year’s 
performance. 
 
Coaching staff: Both Southern and Grambling will have new head football coaches this year.  
Southern University Athletics formally announced Eric Dooley as the 20th Head Coach of the Jaguar 
Football program in December 2021. Grambling State University introduced Hue Jackson as the 
14th head football coach in Tiger history in December 2021. 
 

QUICK FACTS 
 
Visitors to New Orleans: Bayou Classic brings more than 200,000 visitors to New Orleans annually. 
 
Hotel occupancy: Bayou Classic annually delivers a total citywide occupancy of more than 90 
percent. 
 
Bayou Classic rankings: The annual series is tied with 24 wins by both The Southern University 
Jaguars and the Grambling State University Tigers – this year will break the tie as we go into the 
50th Anniversary of Bayou Classic in 2023. 
 
Bayou Classic Telecast: The 49th Annual Bayou Classic, Presented by Procter & Gamble will be 
televised on NBC National starting at 1 pm CST. The Bayou Classic has been nationally televised 
since 1991. The game will also be broadcast live on SiriusXM/ESPNU radio. 
 
Tickets: Tickets for the 49th Annual Bayou Classic and the Battle of the Bands & Greek Show are on 
sale. Tickets for both events will be available for purchase at the following locations: the Bayou 
Classic website (www.mybayouclassic.com), Ticketmaster, the New Orleans Arena Box Office, the 
Grambling State University Ticket Office or the Southern University Ticket Office. Great seats are 
still available for all events. 
 
Bayou Classic Trophy: The presenting sponsor of the winning trophy for the 49th Annual Bayou 
Classic is AE Touch Technologies.  
 



 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Friday, November 25 
Business at Bayou Classic: A Black Small Business Showcase: 10:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Presented in partnership with the LA Chamber of Commerce  
Hyatt Regency New Orleans 
Business at Bayou is a business expo that showcases nonprofit, corporate, and local businesses. 
Students, Alumni, and Visitors are invited to stop by the Business at Bayou to purchase items from 
small black businesses and learn more about networking opportunities. Some 40 African American-
owned small and emerging businesses from across the state will be in attendance. This event is 
open to the public. 
 
NBCU Academy: 10:30 am – 11:45 am 
Presented in partnership with NBC Sports  
Hyatt Regency New Orleans 
NBCU Academy will be conducting a seminar during the Bayou Classic with select students from 
Xavier University of Louisiana, Grambling State University, Southern University and A&M College, 
Dillard University and Southern University at New Orleans. Students will hear from NBCU Academy 
and NBC Sports leaders on their career paths, industry insight and a robust presentation on 
professional development. 
 
Bayou Classic Motivational Gameday Ball Run 
Depart Baton Rouge: 5:00 am 
Arrive in New Orleans: 1-1:30 pm 
Southern University Army ROTC, along with Southern Navy and Grambling State University ROTC 
programs, will carry the official Bayou Classic gameday ball through seven parishes and more than 
a dozen towns as they run the ball more than 100 miles from the F.G. Clark Activity Center (7722 
Scenic Highway) at Southern in Baton Rouge to the Caesars Superdome (Gate A ground level) in 
New Orleans. This long-distance run was the brainchild of a few Marines in 1992 who took it upon 
themselves to ensure the Bayou Classic game ball was ceremoniously delivered to game officials 
before the beginning of the historic rivalry football game between Grambling and Southern. 
 
Battle of the Bands and Greek Show: 6:00 pm, doors open at 5:00 pm 
Greek Show presented by P&G 
Battle of the Bands presented by CDW 
Caesars Superdome 
NOTE: Media credentials are needed to attend this event. Clear bag policy for entrance. 
 
Approximately 25,000 people will be at the show, as the Grambling and Southern’s historic 
marching bands strut across the Superdome in a colorful showdown that is the highlight of The 
Bayou Classic weekend for many attendees. In addition, the Greek show will feature creative skits 
from traditionally black Greek organizations across Louisiana. 
 

Battle of the Bands and Greek Show Host: C-Bazz the Comedian 
C-Bazz the Comedian is a nationally recognized entertainer for nearly 20 years hailing from 
the small town of Tallulah, Louisiana his exploits have brought him throughout the country 
spreading laughter and joy. He is a comedian, actor, writer and producer.  Having lived in 
Los Angeles for several years C-Bazz has made several tv & radio appearances along with 
being a known regular of famous comedy clubs such as The Comedy Store, Hollywood 
Improv & The Laugh Factory. In past years he has toured with Drew Carey, had an 
appearance on the Wendy Williams show, and performed with top comedians Kevin Hart, 
Dave Chappelle and Tony Baker to name a few. 



 

 
Special performance by the US Army Rappers 
The only military music professionals hired to perform one of the world's most popular 
genres of music -  Rap; SSGs Riddick and Feemster are paving a new path for future artists, 
acting as community ambassadors and helping tell the Army story. Featured on NBC Nightly 
news and BBC1 these Soldiers are connecting the Army to a new generation while both 
serving their country and pursuing their passion. 
 

Saturday, November 26 
Annual Bayou Classic Parade:  9:00 am start time 
The Annual Bayou Classic Parade continues this year in traditional, New Orleans fashion with ten 
floats and more than 40 total units. 
 
Participation by all of the top New Orleans area high school bands including LB Landry High School, 
St. Augustine High School and their Marching 100, Edna Karr High School, McDonough 35, Sophie B 
Wright High School and Warren Easton High School. 
 
Route details: Parade begins on Elysian Fields Avenue at N. Peters Street; proceeds down N. Peters 
St onto Decatur Street; turns right on Canal Street; turns left on St Charles Avenue; turns right on 
Poydras Street; turns right on Loyola Avenue; parade ends at Duncan Plaza located on Loyola 
Avenue at Perdido Street. 
 
Bayou Classic Fan Festival: 9:00 am – Noon 
The “Embrace the Culture” Stage is presented by The City of New Orleans, Office of Cultural Economy 
and the New Orleans Tourism and Cultural Fund 
Champions Square at the Caesars Superdome 
NOTE: Clear bag policy for entrance. 
 
The Bayou Classic Fan Fest will include live musical performances to get the crowd warmed up 
before kick-off.   Gates open at 9am and is a free event hosted by Wild Wayne.   
 
Bring the whole family out to enjoy sponsor activations and special giveaways, plus live 
performances from: 
 
• DJ Raj Smoove 
• Fresh X Reckless  
• Allie Baby 

• Krewcial 
• Denisia 
• Stone Cold Jzzle 

• Flagboy Giz 
• DJ Jubilee 
• Neno Calvin 

 
The Bayou Classic Invitational High School Battle of the Bands: 11:15 am 
Champions Square at the Caesars Superdome 
The Bayou Classic Invitational High School Battle of the Bands is sure to add tremendous 
excitement to the already popular Bayou Classic Fan Fest. This inaugural event will feature 
six of New Orleans’ top high school marching bands - St. Augustine, L.B. Laundry, Edna Karr, 
G.W. Carver, Abramson Sci Academy and McDonough 35, who will compete for an amazing 
array of music education prizes provided by the Ludwig, a Division of Conn Selmer, as well 
as trophies. Curtis Akeem, a Ludwig percussionist and social network influencer, known for 
his Dolla Watson comedic character, will entertain as the celebrity MC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The 49th Annual Bayou Classic, Presented by Procter & Gamble: 1:00 pm (doors open at 11:30 am) 
Caesars Superdome 
NOTE: Media credentials are needed to attend this event. Clear bag policy for entrance. 
 
More than 200,000 people come to New Orleans for the Bayou Classic weekend, and 50,000 - 
60,000 make their way to the Bayou Classic game. The Bayou Classic commemorates historically 
black colleges and universities, academic achievement, tradition, sportsmanship, marching bands, 
and friendly competition. The “Classic” is an exhibition of the high standards of academic 
achievement deeply embedded in the traditions of the two institutions - Grambling State University 
and Southern University. 
 

Other game highlights: 
National anthem: Chapel Hart 
Breakout country music trio, Chapel Hart, is taking country music by storm with their chill-
inducing, three-part harmonies and powerful message of unity. The Mississippi trio was 
named one of CMT’s Next Women of Country 2021 and the music video for their song “Made 
For Me” charted at #3 on CMT’s 12 Pack Countdown. They were given the “Golden Buzzer” 
of NBC’s American’s Got Talent and came in fifth place in the competition. 

 
The 49th Annual Bayou Classic Halftime Show 
Presented by The Coca-Cola Company 
The electrifying halftime show will feature the Grambling State University’s World Famed 
Marching Band and Southern University’s Human Jukebox and Dancing Dolls. 
 

TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE 
 
Tickets are still available for purchase. Tickets for the 49th Annual Bayou Classic and the Battle of 
the Bands & Greek Show can be purchased at the following locations: the Bayou Classic website 
(www.mybayouclassic.com), Ticketmaster, the New Orleans Arena Box Office, the Grambling State 
University Ticket Office or the Southern University Ticket Office.  
 
Seating 
Southern University is the home team at the 49th Annual Bayou Classic and its fans will sit on the 
west side (near sections 129-156) of the Caesars Superdome. Grambling State University, as the 
visiting team, will sit on the east side (near sections 101-128) of the Superdome.   
 
For Battle of the Bands, Southern University “Human Jukebox” will be located on the South side of 
the Caesars Superdome (in front of section 141) and the Grambling State University Tiger Marching 
Band will be located on the North side (in front of section 143). 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
 
Second Annual Special Olympics Unified Rivalry Flag Football Game 
Saturday, November 26 at 9:00 am 
Presented by Special Olympics Louisiana 
KIPP Booker T Washington Practice Field (3900 block of Erato Street) 
 
Special Olympics Louisiana will host the second annual Unified Rivalry Flag Football Game between 
Southern University and Grambling State University during the Bayou Classic Weekend, in partnership 
with NOCCI. The flag football game will feature Special Olympics Louisiana athletes and Unified 
Partners that will represent both Southern University and Grambling State University. There will be an 



 

opening ceremony followed by the flag football game. The awards ceremony will take place inside 
Caesars Superdome during the annual Bayou Classic. 
 
About The Bayou Classic  
The Bayou Classic ( www.mybayouclassic.com ) features one of America's greatest college sports 
rivalries, bringing the fans and alumni of Southern University and Grambling State University to 
New Orleans for a celebration of football, family and the traditions and pageantry surrounding 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. Proceeds from the annual series of Bayou Classic 
events provide support to the campuses’ athletic programs and fund scholarships through the SU 
System Foundation and the GSU Foundation. The 49th Annual Bayou Classic will be played on 
Saturday, November 26, 2022. 
 
For more information visit mybayouclassic.com or download the official Bayou Classic app, 
available on your app store of choice. 
   
The 49th Annual Bayou Classic is supported by the following organizations: 
Presenting Sponsor: Procter & Gamble and its brands, including Crest®, Gain Laundry, Old Spice®, 
Microban 24®, Febreze®, Cascade, Gain Hand Dish Soap, Aussie, Dawn® Dish Soap, and Next of Us (NOU). 
Platinum Partners: AE Touch Technologies; CDW; The Coca-Cola Company; General Motors; The 
Louisiana Office of Tourism, Louisiana Office of Culture Recreation & Tourism and Lt. Governor 
Billy Nungesser; Wells Fargo 
Gold Partners: AARP; Boeing; The City of New Orleans, Office of Cultural Economy and the New 
Orleans Tourism and Cultural Fund; Diageo and its brands, Crown Royal, Ciroc, Don Julio and 
Tanqueray; Hyatt Regency New Orleans; Verizon 
Silver Partners: Aetna; Army ROTC; AT&T; Cricket; Entergy; Gilead; Healthysexual; Hope Credit 
Union; New Orleans & Company 
Bronze Partners: Deloitte; Downtown Development District; HBCU Community Development Action 
Coalition; Johnson & Johnson; National Medical Association Region V; Parish of Caddo - Shreveport, 
Louisiana; Play Ode; United States Coast Guard; US Marine Corps; Wendy’s; Visit Baton Rouge 
Partners: NBC Sports; WDSU-TV; Black Voters Matter; Louisiana Department of Health; Louisiana 
Highways Safety Commission; Ludwig – a division of Conn Selmer; Special Olympics Louisiana; 
Cumulus Media – New Orleans, Baton Rouge, Lafayette & Shreveport; Eyes Open Media/Tony 
Brown; iHeart Media New Orleans; WBOK 1230 AM 
 
 

#   #   # 
   
MEDIA CONTACT:  
Jeffrey Ory, ABC, APR – Mobile: (504) 458-5866 (texts acceptable) – jeffrey@jeffreyory.com 


